
Kemp Mill Civic Association Meeting Minutes for March 29, 2022

Virtual Meeting from 7:33 – 9:06 PM

Thank you to our speakers: Alan Pultyniewicz, Delegates Charlotte Crutchfield and Bonnie

Cullison!

KMCA President Alan Felsen called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM on Zoom.

● The posted agenda and minutes of the previous meeting were approved without

objection.

● Treasurer Anna Waller reported that we have 106 active members and a balance of

$6,109.92 in the checking account and two CDs of $3,128.91 total.

Speakers

Alan Pultyniewicz, Recycling CoordinatorMontgomery County Department of Environmental

Protection: Alan.Pultyniewicz@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov

Mr. Pultyniewicz shared a PowerPoint presentation about county recycling.  Highlights of his

presentation include the following:

History

Montgomery County is aiming for Zero Waste.  The initial goal was to achieve 50% waste recycling; now

the goal is to get to 70% on the way to Zero Waste. The latest available waste composition data comes

from 2019, before Covid. In 2019, 638,704 tons of trash were recycled for a total reduction of 63.17%

reduction rate (58.17% recycling rate + 5% source reduction rate).  Data indicated movement in the right

direction with the following sectors showing these rates: Commercial Buildings: 50.9%, Single Family

Homes: 40.1%, and Multi-Family Units: 9%.  The county has instituted different initiatives to reduce

waste that include eliminating plastic straws and making other straws (reusable or compostable)

available only by request and banning polystyrene food containers and cups because they are not

recyclable.

What Can Be Recycled?

Montgomery County has a dual recycling stream of paper/cardboard and bottles/jars.  They are

summarized as follows:

● Mixed Paper: All clean, dry paper including coated paper, mail, envelopes, phone books,

shredded paper, newspaper, and inserts

● Commingled: Aluminum/steel cans, non-hazardous aerosol cans, glass bottles/jars that are

green, brown, or clear-colored, and plastics with the following numbers imprinted: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,

7.  #6 items are not recyclable.  The numbers on the plastic items indicate the type of resin from

which they are made.



● The following items may not be recycled in home pickup: anything hazardous such as motor oil

or pesticides, shrink wrap or film, plastic grocery bags (take to grocery store bins), any types of

batteries including traditional batteries

● Certain items can be taken to the Shady Grove Transfer Station for recycling: rigid plastics such as

toys, household items, electronics, batteries, hazardous materials, scrap metal.  Some can be

recycled by calling 311.  If in doubt, call 311 or the Transfer Station.

The Transfer Station has reopened for limited tours if you want to see the recycling in progress.  The

county has begun several initiatives to support recycling over the next few years.  They include pilots to

recycle food scraps and find effective rodent-proof compost bins.

Update on Maryland Legislative Session: Delegates Charlotte Crutchfield and Bonnie Cullison

Delegate Charlotte Crutchfield

Delegate Crutchfield noted that there are fourteen days left in the legislative session so they are working

double sessions to get bills from one house to the other and pass priority bills, hoping for veto proof

majorities.  She is a member of the Judiciary Committee and following are the priorities she is working

on:

● Legalize cannabis

● Reform the juvenile justice system including instituting a minimum age to enter the system

● Climate change solutions

● Ban ghost guns

● Protect voting rights

Delegate Crutchfield pointed out that the gas tax repeal has been passed and implemented.  She has

personally sponsored eight pieces of legislation including limiting spousal protection from prosecution

for abuse.

Delegate Bonnie Cullison

Delegate Cullison reported that so far eleven bills have passed both houses, with two thousand

originating in the House and nine hundred in the Senate.  She serves on the Health and Government

Operations Committee and chairs the Insurance and Pharmaceuticals Committee.  She has worked for

many years to provide dental care to Medicaid recipients and post-partum mothers for one year.  She has

partnered with Senator Ben Kramer to develop advanced care planning with a secure platform to store

the information.

Some questions/concerns were directed to our delegates.  One confirmed democrat stated that he felt

the gerrymandered map developed by the democrats was appalling.  Delegate Cullison reported that a

new map will be presented the following day and people should make their opinions known as members

of our community did during the current attempts at redistricting.  She hopes for federal legislation for

redistricting.



What tax relief will there be for seniors? Proposals have been introduced to eliminate taxes on diapers

and dental hygiene items.  A bill was presented the day before to provide seniors with tax credits if they

are single and make less than $100,000 or couples who make less than $150,000.  Bills to eliminate taxes

on medical devices and diabetic supplies have passed.

Thank you to both delegates for taking the time to join our meeting while you are in the middle of

extra sessions!

Kemp Mill ES Monthly Food Distribution

The program is sponsored by Linkages to Learning.  The next event is scheduled for Friday, April 8, from 6

– 7 PM in the school parking lot.  They always need volunteers to help and the link to sign up is on the

agenda from this meeting.

Lamberton Tributary Cleanup on Northwest Branch

Sunday April 10 from 9:30 – 11:30 am

See meeting agenda for details and links.

Nominating Committee for 2022 Elections

Eugene Cottilli will again chair the committee as half the board is elected each year.  The slate will be

presented and elections will take place at the next meeting.  Please contact President Alan Felsen if you

are interested in serving on the nominating committee as we are always seeking to involve new people.

Committee Reports

Treasurer:  The report was presented at the beginning of the meeting

Deer and Thermal Camera: Jonathan Aghion reported that the deer sharpshooting is ending on

3/31.  Several members have made use of the thermal camera.  He has referred people who are

not from Kemp Mill to the library because it also has the same program.

Beautification: Pete Lublin reported that the flowers are blooming beautifully, both daffodils

and hyacinths.  He called the county about the park and they were quickly responsive, cleaning

up the water and trimming growth on the grounds.  They even had to remove a grocery cart and

bicycle from the water.

Transportation: Gil Chlewicki reported that as of now the bike lanes will not become

permanent.  Transportation is still in flux from Covid with lower traffic but increased speed as a

result.  Metro traffic is picking up some.



New Business/Announcements:

New Business:  Concern over the condition of the trail behind the shopping center was

expressed, especially with poor drainage causing mosquito problems later on.  Johnathan

Aghion shared a message from the county saying that the trail upgrade plans have been

approved and should begin this spring.  Another person noted that she has seen signs posted

about drainage programs along the trail and people were working in those areas so hopefully

the situation will improve.

Announcements: The SSCRC Food Pantry program was recognized by the county at a program

at the church on March 28 with County Executive Marc Elrich and Mr. Gabe Albornoz  in

attendance.  Thank you to the efforts of the volunteers from all walks of our community and

other donors who have made this program such a success!

Meeting adjourned at 9:06 PM.


