
Kemp Mill Civic Association Meeting Minutes for December 28, 2020 

Zoom Meeting from 7:31 – 8:55 PM 

KMCA President Alan Felsen called the meeting to order at 7:31PM with 49 people in 

attendance on Zoom. 

● The posted agenda and minutes of the previous meeting were approved without 

objection. 

● President Felsen presented Treasurer Anna Waller’s report that we have 110 members 

and a balance of $5419.96 in the checking account and two CDs of $1479.52 and $1674. 

20 respectively. 

Montgomery County Department of Parks  – Presented by Ms. Kathy Dearstine, Project 

Coordinator 

Contact information: Kathy.Dearstine@montgomeryparks.org 

Ms. Dearstine began her presentation by summarizing the four proposed plans for the Kemp 

Mill Urban Park, which can be found on the KMCA Website.  She has been designing 

playgrounds for the county for 39 years.  She began by explaining that the problem with the 

park is space limitation, the need for appropriate 6 foot user zones around equipment for 

safety, and existing trees on the property.  Additionally, county requirements necessitate the 

separation of younger and older aged children. 

Summary of Q&A/Feedback Follow Up Session 

● Could the unused real estate under the yellow tube for younger children be enclosed 

with a tube for younger children that would also provide safety to keep older children 

from hanging off the outside as they currently do while providing interaction between 

groups? This would have to be checked out keeping in mind the requirement to keep 

age groups separate. 

● There are currently no gross motor activities for ages 7 and under and these children are 

rolling down the hill instead.  The proposals are boring and children don’t use the 

current panels.  Could Miracle Equipment or another potential company be considered 

for more enticing equipment?  There are two issues here.  First, there is no budget for 

equipment.  Second, this is a fairly new playground. 

● The park plans call for use by 10 children at a time, but currently it would not appear 

possible for that many children to use it at once.  Ms. Pearstine agreed.  

● One parent noted that her toddler likes stepping stones in another park that are 

included in the proposed options. 
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Ms. Dearstine will investigate other options to make the area larger, including looking at the 

trees on the site and finding more interactive options.  She encouraged people to 

investigate playground equipment sites and email her with their suggestions for what they 

would like to see. 

No motion was made to adopt any of the options as appeared premature to do so at this 

time.  A future meeting can be dedicated to the topic after feedback is given and assessed. 

Thank you to Ms. Dearstine for spending so much time and effort to come up with solutions 

and her willingness to address all feedback and questions! 

Wheaton Park Master Plan 

The Wheaton Park Master Plan presenter did not join the meeting.  The project supervisor 

is Chuck Kines from Parks and Planning Leadership.  Jonathan Aghion summarized the 

committee meeting he attended as follows: 

The infrastructure of the park dates to the 60s and needs upgrading.  The overall plan is to 

keep 2/3 of the land undeveloped and the other 1/3 to be devoted to structures and 

facilities.  It is a very large park, including both local and regional facilities such as the 

stables, athletic facilities, Brookside Gardens, playground.  Many people walk into the park 

as opposed to other parks because it is located in an urban area with housing on all sides. 

Jonathan relayed the input he received to the committee including signage, sledding, and a 

camping area. 

Allison Marcus added that there had been a survey that people could complete to give 

feedback on the plan that had ended.  It should be noted that it has been extended and the 

contact information is posted on the website for those who want to submit feedback. 

Budget Discussion and Approval 

The budget was approved as presented with one amendment.  The appropriation for 

Community Day was reinstated with the hope that the situation will allow for it in late 

summer or fall. The vote on the amendment was 31 – 3 with 3 abstentions.  The budget 

proposal was then passed 35 – 0. 

 

Committee Reports 

Treasurer:  The report was presented at the beginning of the meeting. 



Deer Committee: Jonathan Aghion shared a copy of the poster announcing the deer control 

project from February 1 – March 31 when sharpshooters will work at night when parks are 

closed to the public.  The program has been successful in reducing the population by 25 – 30%. 

The numbers are still not sustainable and will cause long term damage to the environment.  All 

meat that results is processed by volunteers and donated to those in need.  

Sidewalks: Sidewalks have been completed on Lovejoy and Stonington, ending at the 

intersection with Hermleigh Road.  The rest will be completed in the spring when weather 

permits.  The cut through between Lovejoy and Auth was completed with significant upgrades 

in the construction to prevent flooding.  Jonathan Aghion shared before and after pictures from 

several areas.  An unrelated storm drain update was done on Lovejoy Street near Chabad at the 

same time that necessitated the removal of some trees that will hopefully be replaced.  People 

who requested trees lost due to the project will have them replaced, some this spring and the 

rest after their sections are completed.  The county will be planting other trees in the area that 

were on the list while they are here. 

New Business/Announcements: 

The geese fence is supposed to be installed in the park in January. 

There is no safe walkway on Glenallen Road from Kemp Mill Road to Wheaton Park.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

 


