
Kemp Mill Civic Association Meeting Minutes for March 11, 2020 

Kemp Mill ES All-Purpose Room 7:30 – 8:55 PM 

KMCA President Alan Felsen called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM 

● The distributed agenda and minutes of the previous meeting on December 3, 2019, 

were approved without objection. 

● President Felsen presented the Treasurer’s report that we have 120 members and a 

balance of $4,409.20 in checking and $3,247 in CDs. 

Montgomery County Department of Transportation – Presented by Mr. John Hoobler 

Contact information: Mr. John Hoobler, Capital Projects Manager 

Department of Transportation 

Office: 240-777-2192,  Cell: 240-832-9661 

John.Hoobler@montgomerycountymd.gov 

The main focus of Mr. Hoobler’s presentation was the Montgomery County Vision Zero 

program and he also touched on other DOT initiatives.  The current DOT Project Zero program’s 

goal is zero traffic deaths by 2030 with a focus on fatal and serious crashes, not property 

damage.  This includes bicyclists and people using any type of transportation, not just 

pedestrians.  It is a three-prong program of Engineering improvements, Education, and 

Enforcement.  

The program began in 2002 with a Blue Ribbon Panel and continued with another initiative in 

2007-2008 and the current Vision Zero program began in 2017 with the first two-year phase 

ending in 2019.Intermediate plans will be developed to guide implementation through the 2030 

year.  A new director has been appointed to coordinate the development of the ten-year plan, 

Mr. Wayne Holland. 

The current year focus is on high injury corridors, mostly 6-lane roads such as University 

Boulevard, Georgia Avenue, or Veirs Mill Road. Numbered roads are state roads and are being 

dealt with in partnership with the state of Maryland.  The Safe Routes to School survey for the 

Kemp Mill area was just completed and includes looking at the condition and/or lack of existing 

sidewalks.  There is a Pedestrian Road Safety Audit in progress that seeks to combine bus stop 

projects with current initiatives in High Injury Networks.  The MCDOT is working to coordinate 

street redesign of roadways to match the context of the different programs. 

Street paving is scheduled for this summer for the streets in Kemp Mill that were not included 

in the recent projects, hopefully starting in July.  The project has to be approved but is included 
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in the 2021 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) which would allow for work from July – December 

of 2020. 

Summary of Q&A Follow Up Session 

● Is there coordination between departments with regard to projects such as paving a 

road and then tearing it up again shortly thereafter? Streets should not be disturbed for 

3 years after paving projects but emergency work is the exception and most of the 

incidents in the neighborhood have come from gas line problems. 

● The redevelopment of downtown Silver Spring is great to see but there is a severe lack 

of parking for people to be able to take advantage of the opportunities there. Much of 

the parking has been temporarily lost because of building and road improvement 

projects so it can’t be avoided. 

● Does the Safe Routes to School project include bike racks? Yes, The DOT works with 

MCPS to use the right of way to install bike racks.  They must have permission to use the 

right of way to provide safe areas. 

● Concern was expressed about a lack of school crossing guards on the corner of 

Monticello and Kemp Mill Road on half days.  As a result the speaker’s son does not 

attend school on half days because he cannot cross safely.  In fact a boy was hit by a car 

in front of St. Andrews School on the 2/28 half day.  The Police Department is 

responsible for crossing guards and residents should call 311 to report concerns. 

● Kenbrook Road residents are concerned who live on the block closest to Arcola Avenue 

because they often cannot find street parking due to people parking there from 

University Towers.  The contact person to report this problem is 

Thomas.Tyree@montgomercountymd.org. 
● Does the county have a policy on automated vehicles?  DOT has looked at possible 

policies but it does not come under the engineering responsibility of his program. KMCA 

Board Member Gil Chlewicki, who works in transportation, added that these vehicles 

will not have a large impact until 2045 or 2050 at best. 

● In conclusion Mr. Hoobler noted that education has been a strong focus of his program 

with staff partnering with schools to educate students how to be safer within their 

routes to school. When asked what we can do as a group to support his efforts Mr. 

Hoobler stated that DOT cannot request lobbying but that $10 million is included in the 

6-year budget and the state has worked closely with Montgomery County to improve 

roads and hold education events. 

Montgomery County Police 4th District Update Presented by Community Services Officer Katie 

Beard 

Contact Information: POIII Kathryn Beard 

mailto:Thomas.Tyree@montgomercountymd.org


249-773-5527 (O) 

Kathryn.Beard@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov 

Officer Beard began her presentation with a summary of recent crime in the Kemp Mill area. 

The largest uptick in crime has been thefts, particularly from unlocked vehicles.  Stickers were 

made available at the meeting to help people remember to remove all valuables from their 

cars.  There have been five burglaries since September with four arrests being made.  Doors 

were often left unlocked and in one instance a key was left in the door of a house. There have 

also been some forgery and identity theft cases which are usually internet related. 

Officer Beard offered some suggestions to improve safety: 

● Be vigilant and report suspicious behavior.  These incidents can often be related to later 

crime.  Call 311 or 911 if you feel it is needed. 

● The county has a contract with Ring to share data from home camera systems. 

● Use staggered timers on your lights when you are away and consider motion-activated 

exterior lights. Porch and other exterior lights should be left on at night to deter 

criminals. 

● Home Security Surveys are done when a crime is committed but may be scheduled by 

any resident by contacting Officer Beard directly using the contact information above or 

by calling the 4th District Station. 

The following questions were covered: 

● Do local police call to solicit funds as some residents have received such calls?  The local 

police never call to solicit funds.  If other organizations call, ask them to mail you 

information.  Usually these are scams. 

● Is there still a Ride Along Program? Yes, but it has been temporarily suspended due to 

current conditions.  The minimum age to participate is 16. 

Officer Beard was thanked for her responses on the Next Door Program. 

Committee Reports 

Treasurer:  The report was presented at the beginning of the meeting. 

Deer and Wildlife: Presented by President Felsen for Committee chair Jon Aghion) - Montgomery Parks 

is conducting sharpshooting in three parks from February through March. -Northeast Branch Unit 4 

between Randolph and colesville. -Sligo Creek Unit 5 between Arcola and University -Wheaton Regional 

Park. This summer, biologists conducted camera-based deer surveys in Northwest Branch. The results 

were promising. Data revealed a 25-30% reduction of deer in NWB Unit 4 from 2018 to 2019 after the 

first year of deer management. The current estimate is about 105 deer per square mile in NWB Unit 4. 

Still too high but much better from 2018. Biologists also conducted a deer survey of Sligo Creek across 



three units. The Sligo numbers show about 10% reduction across the 3 units to 90 deer/ sq mile.  Only 

one of those units saw deer management. Things are moving in the right direction. In April there will be 

another Tick Tube session for the community. Details will be sent via the KMCA email list.  

Transportation: Nothing to report 

Landscaping:  The Japanese pagoda tree at the entrance to Kemp Mill was hit and damaged by 

a car.  The arborist examined it and said we should wait to see if it recovers before taking 

further action. The daffodils are coming up.  People are reminded that weed killer is no longer 

permitted and run off chemicals need to be eliminated. 

Kemp Mill Community Day: The current date is Sunday, May 31.  Dawn Felsen reported that 

vendor sign up has been slower than last year, probably because of the Corona virus situation. 

They will let vendors know their money will be refunded in case of cancellation.  Barbara 

Ciment has donated $250 and the county has given a $500 grant.  There will be a moon bounce, 

live music, and kosher cotton candy.  The Roadrunners Club is being encouraged to hold an 

event in the area that would draw people to the event afterward. 

Appointment of Nominating Committee 

The following offices are up for election: Vice President, Treasurer, and three directors.  The 

nominating committee will consist of the following three people: Eugene Cottilli - chair 

(ecottilli@verizon.net), Dawn Felsen (membership@kempmillcivic.org), and Alec Stone 

(alec@alecstone.com).  Elections will be held during the June meeting. 

 

New Business/Announcements: Pamphlets with political information were placed on the back 

table.  WMATA is considering possible changes to the Ride-On #8 and #9 bus routes that could 

cut service. 

Residents from Hermleigh Street noted that they had visitors on Saturday, 2/27.  When their 

visitors left they found their side view mirror badly damaged with no note from the person who 

did the damage.  The incident was upsetting and they suggested that people who park on the 

street turn their mirrors in if possible. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 
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