
 
Kemp Mill Civic Association 
June 18, 2018 
Kemp Mill Elementary School All-purpose Room 
7:30 pm 
  

I. President Alan Felsen opened the meeting. Minutes from the April 10th general meeting 
were approved by a voice vote.  The meeting agenda was approved by a voice vote. 

 
II.  Officer Reports 

○ Treasurer (Marisol Ravicz; reported by Alan) - there are 133 paid members as of 
the meeting date and the bank account balance is $4396.84.  

 
III. Introductions - House of Delegates candidates Marlon Jenkins and Vaughn Stuart, Chris 

from State Senator Roger Manno’s office, and Samantha Jones, a candidate for female 
representative for the Democratic Central Committee District 19, introduced themselves. 

 
IV. Committee Reports 

a. Membership and outreach - Rosalyn King (chair) 
i. A flyer advertising the KMCA was produced in English and Spanish.  Various 

strategies are being explored to distribute widely 
ii. The Chamber of Commerce Regional Guide will be used to identify partners to 

help promote KMCA membership 
iii. Dawn Felsen has led the effort to get giveaways as membership incentives, 

including coupons for local businesses, flashlights and reflector belts for walking 
at night 

iv. There was a suggestion from the floor to use Nextdoor to advertise meetings 
v. One attendee noted that North Auth lane is not listed as being within the 

boundaries of the KMCA 
 

b. Deer- Jonathan Agion (chair): A second tick-tube making event will be held in 2018.  
 

c. Parks - Seth Jacobson (chair) 
i. The condition and usability of the newly renovated Kemp Mill Urban Park on 

Arcola will be re-examined now that it has been open for a year.  Some residents 
have expressed concerns about the geese, maintenance issues and deterioration of 
the installed benches. 

ii. An attendee raised concerns about trees in the County parks that overhang and 
endanger homes.  Apparently the County has no budget to maintain trees. 

iii. A question was asked about whether there could be a second naturalist tour of the 
Kemp Mill Urban Park to identify the plans. 

 
d. Neighborhood Beautification - Pete Lublin (chair), reported by Alan;  Many annuals have 

been planted. 
 



e. Transportation - Gil Chlewicki (chair) 
i. The committee is developing a global neighborhood transportation plan 

ii. Kemp Mill Road will be repacked this summer 
iii. A question was asked about the fact that Arcola was never re-striped after the 

re-paving 
iv. A concern was expressed about speeding, especially on Kenbrook Road 
v. In response to a question about plants that block sight lines for those turning left 

onto Arcola, Gil suggested calling 311 
 

III. Kemp Mill Village - Alan Breitler discussed the formation of a new Village, adding to the 20 
that are currently chartered in Montgomery County.  The Kemp Mill Village just received its 
state charter.  The Village provides a variety of services to help seniors and those with 
disabilities remain in their homes.  Anyone is eligible for Village services.  A ride service using 
software provided by the Jewish Council for the Aging will be launched soon.  A central phone 
number will be the point of contact. 

IV. Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad - Eric Karlsons, the Deputy Chief gave an overview of the 
history of the squad and its operation.  The Squad is always looking for volunteers to serve as 
firefighters, EMTs and administrative personnel.  A mixture of professionals and volunteers staff 
the Squad, with volunteers exclusively on nights and weekends.  Chief Karlsons reminded the 
attendees about the new law in the County requiring 10 year battery smoke detectors. 

V. Social Media committee - George Silberman (chair) 
○ The committee dealt with issues of communication, but didn’t address Facebook 

or Twitter, which are not really used for KMCA communications 
○ Three motions were proposed: 

1. Moved: To replace the current KMCA Google Group electronic bulletin board 
with two distinct entities: 

●  A “do-not-reply” mailing list to be used by the KMCA leadership solely 
for making announcements about upcoming meetings, other 
association-related events, or association-related news. 

●  An electronic bulletin board (BB) with open membership that users can 
use for any purpose within the boundaries of established guidelines. 

2. Moved: The KMCA electronic bulletin board shall be maintained through the 
Association’s website and shall be (passively) moderated by one or more 
individuals appointed for that purpose by the KMCA Board. 

3. Moved: That the following Guidelines be adopted for the users and 
moderator(s) of the KMCA-maintained electronic bulletin board: 

KMCA Electronic Bulletin Board (BB) Recommended Guidelines for Use 
6.18.18 

Guidelines for Posters 
●  Posters should do their best to describe their email in the subject line (for 

example,“Furniture for sale”, “recommendation sought for roofer”, “Would like 



to hear about experiences with solar panels”) 
●  All messages posted to the BB should be “signed” (that is come from an 

identifiable individual with a valid email address). 
●  When seeking input from other members of the BB, include information on how 

they can best respond directly to you (that is, your email or phone number) 
●  When responding to requests for information, the default should be to respond 

directly to the requestor rather than the entire BB. 
●  Posters should notify the BB when their initial notifications are no longer 

relevant (for example, “furniture has been sold”, “No longer need more 
recommendations”) 
 



●  Please do not post other people’s phone numbers, addresses, or other personal 
information without their consent. 

●  Messages about non-Kemp Mill topics should include “OT” or “Off Topic” in 
their subject lines 

●  The BB should not be used for promotion of businesses (except as responses to 
inquiries seeking recommendations) 

●  The BB should not be used to promote candidates for office or political 
positions 

●  Personal attacks, ridicule, harsh/uncivil language, or profanity are not allowed. 
●  Posters who continue to abrogate any of these guidelines will be blocked 

Moderator Responsibilities 
●  Serves as recipient for any complaints/concerns about postings 

●  Uses the “Guidelines for Posters” to determine whether complaint is 
supported. 

●  If supported, contacts poster and explains what was wrong with the post. 
●  If deemed beneficial to future operations of the BB, writes a post that explains 

what happened (without identifying parties) 
●  If offending party persists (refuses to change behavior after 2 warnings), 

notifies Board of Directors and, with its approval, blocks him/her from 
participation on the BB for a one year period. 
 

○ Several questions were asked about the proposed guidelines: 
- Can a realtor advertise a property on the bulletin board?  No, it’s an ad. 
- Can candidates for the KMCA promote themselves or their positions? No, 

according to the guidelines 
○ An amendment was offered to change Motion #3 to read “The BB should not be 

used to promote candidates for  public  office or political positions.”   The 
amendment was approved by a vote. 

○ An amendment was offered to change Motion #3 to read “The BB should not be 
used to promote candidates for public office.”   The amendment was approved by 
a vote of 15 to 9. 

○ The three motions were approved en bloc, as amended, by a vote of 23-0. 
 

VI.  Elections - The Nominating Committee, chaired by Alec Stone with members Cynthia 
Brandt Campagna and Glenn Stevens, presented the following nominees: 

● Vice President: Seth Jacobson 
● Treasurer: Marisol Ravicz 
● Directors: Chris Farrell, Andrew Stein, Gil Chlewicki 

There were no new nominations from the floor.  The slate was approved by voice vote. 

VII. New business / Announcements - Michael Carmel asked if there was interest in having a 
presentation at the next meeting about solar power options, advantages and disadvantages. 
Members indicated they would be interested in a presentation on that topic. 



 

The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm 

  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Rebekah Rasooly 


